
University of Colorado Boulder
ECON 3070 - Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Instructor: Jiannan Zhou (jiannan.zhou@colorado.edu)
Office: ECON304
Office Hours: R 1:50PM-3:00PM and F 11:50AM-12:40PM

Lecture Time and Location: MWF 11:00AM-11:50AM, ECON119
Course Website: learn.colorado.edu
TA: Joshua Schabla (joshua.schabla@colorado.edu)
TA Office and Office Hours: TBA

Course Description
Microeconomic theory is the study of individual decisions – typically consumers and 
firms – in the presence of constraints. In this class, we will explore how and why 
economic agents make these decisions. By the end of the class, you will have acquired 
the tools to advance further in the study of economics and to better understand the 
microeconomic foundations of the world around you.

The class is broadly divided into four parts. Part 1 introduces the basics of 
microeconomic analysis and explores consumer behavior. Part 2 analyzes how 
producers/firms make optimal decisions under different market structures. Part 3 
combines the consumer and producer theories from parts 1 and 2 to explore market 
equilibrium. Finally, part 4 explores different market structures.

Prerequisites
Economics: ECON 2010, and
Math: ECON 1088 or MATH 1081 or MATH 1300 or MATH 1310 or APPM 1350.

Required Textbook
Microeconomics, D. Besanko and R. Brauetigam, 5th edition (earlier editions are fine).
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politics, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, and gender 
expression, age, disability, and nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor 
with the student’s legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an 
alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the 
semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records. 

Discrimination and Harassment Policy


