Topics in Environmental Economics Randall P. Walsh

University of Colorado - Boulder Economics Graduate Program
Spring 2008 University of Colorado — Boulder
Walshr@colorado.edu Office: ECON 105

A. General Information

This course will consist primarily of research topics in environmental economics (broadly
defined). In some cases the issues will be developed from literature outside the field.
These cases are intended to provide opportunities for new research. In others, existing
research in an area of environmental economics will be combined with seemingly
unrelated papers to suggest the potential for new approaches. The purpose is to focus
attention on potential dissertation topics.

In all elements, the class is structured to help prepare students for transitioning into
dissertation work and eventually the job market (the real world looms on the horizon!).
The presentations, quantitative projects and discussion format reflect this goal.

The topics we will be covering in class will be chosen because of their relevance (as
perceived by me with your input) and their potential as a dissertation topic here at CU.
My goal is a relaxed atmosphere in which you are all working very hard (if it doesn’t kill
you it makes you stronger), getting tangible rewards and enjoying the class.

B. Requirements

Grades will be based on three aspects of each participant’s performance:

(a) One take home exam ( approximately 2/3rds of the way through the course,
date to be announced) 35%

(b) One “large” quantitative/empirical project, topic chosen by each student to be
presented in Class and Written Up — 35%.

(c) Class preparation and participation (including leading the discussion around
an article of your choosing) — 30%.

C. Loaqistics

By registering for this class | assume you have a serious interest in environmental
economics. This interest translates into a commitment to begin to function like a
professional economist actively involved in the field. The practical realization of this
commitment is that | will assume every class member will have read the appropriate
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articles BEFORE class each Tuesday and Thursday. In general, the format of the class
will not involve the instructor (me) standing at the chalkboard lecturing. Instead, we will
be working through the assigned papers as a group. The class as a whole will be
responsible for making this discussion a productive activity. The responsibility of the
students (you) in making this work is reflected in the fact that 30% .
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